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In the 1990's, at a reading he gave on an island near my home, I had the honor of a
conversation with the great laureate poet W.S. Merwin, in which I impertinently
asked his permission to set some of his text to music. To my surprise, he smiled
warmly, saying, “That is simply between you and the poetry.” Ten years later, at
another reading in Seattle, I humbly presented a score to him, expressing doubt
he'd remember his generous permission. Warmly again, fixing me with his
penetrating eye contact, he said, “Of course I remember!”

This motet sets the text of his poem entitled After the Alphabets, and the voices of
insects are heard high in the piano, in distant tonalities disregarding the keys in
which the humans sing. So, while people may sing in awe that “They can sing
with wings!” the insects seem to be almost mocking them.

More music, information and contact information can be found at:

https://www.robduisberg.org




The Language of Insects

Music: Robert Adamy Duisberg
Text: W. S. Merwin
(used by permission of the poet)
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Robert Adamy Duisberg, formerly on the School of Music faculty at the University
of Washington, is a founding director of the West Seattle Community Orchestras
(WSCO), where he was conductor and composer in residence. He has had
orchestral works performed by the Seattle Symphony and Flagstaff Symphony as
well as WSCO. His body of theater music including an opera, an oratorio, and
three musicals has been performed been performed and recorded at ACT Theater,
Seattle Civic Light Opera, the Village Theater and the UW. His chamber music
has been released on Crystal Records, S-342, and his violin sonata has been widely
performed. Recently he is devoting himself to choral music. More information
about the composer and his music can be found and heard at www.robduisberg.org.



